
 
 
MISSION NEWS from Spirit of Hope Lutheran Church 
Tuesday, December 18, 2018 
Questions, comments or to unsubscribe contact Pastor Dave Fisher at 303-941-0668 or 
pastordave@spiritofhopelcmc.org   Also visit us on the web at www.spiritofhopelcmc.org.  

 
This edition of Spirit of Hope Lutheran Church’s electronic newsletter 
will cover both December 18 & 25!  Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year! 
 
PASTOR DAVE FISHER IS ON CALL FOR PASTORAL EMERGENCIES 
AND URGENT ISSUES FOR THE SATURDAYS OF DECEMBER 22 AND 
DECEMBER 29, AT 303-941-0668. 
 
THIS SUNDAY AT SPIRIT OF HOPE – FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT  
This coming Sunday, December 23 is the Fourth Sunday of the 
Season of Advent.  We will conclude this Sunday with the Advent 
sermon series, “Forward to Christmas.”  All the messages of this 
series have been based on Psalm 27 and focus on overcoming 
obstacles that can hinder our worship of Christ.  This Sunday the 
subject is dealing with conflict in the light of Psalm 27:11-14.  We will 
light all the candles of the Advent wreath and light the Christmas tree 
as well!  Hopeful Spirits Blessing Bags will continue to be available 
for you to distribute to the poor as you encounter them this Advent 
season.  We meet in the gym in Pine Lane Elementary North (6485 E 
Ponderosa Drive, Parker, CO 80138).  Fellowship begins at 9 am.  
Worship is at 9:30 am.  SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES IS IN 
RECESS THIS SUNDAY AND DECEMBER 30.  
 
DECEMBER IS A FIVE SUNDAY MISSION TUB MONTH 
The blue mission tub will be out again this Sunday to receive your 
donations of tomato products for SECOR and reading glasses, action 
toys and Christian coloring books for Mean Street Ministry.  Thanks 
for your donations! 



WORSHIP ON CHRISTMAS EVE 
Once again, our good friends at Parker Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church (PEPC) are allowing us to use their Student Center (former 
sanctuary) for Christmas Eve worship.  We will have our candlelight, 
communion and carol service at PEPC on December 24.  PEPC is 
located at 9030 Miller Road, Parker, CO 80138 (see maps below).  The 
Christmas Eve service will be at 7:30 pm.   
PEPC is located on east Miller Road. At South Parker Road and 
Mainstreet, go east on Mainstreet for about 2.5 miles to Miller Road. 
Turn right on Miller Road and you’ll see the main entrance to PEPC on 
the right. Their property is adjoined to Ave Maria Catholic Church.  
Follow the directional signs to the service. 

 
 
 
Once you arrive to the campus at PEPC follow the directions of the 
parking attendants and signs to the former sanctuary that is now 
called the Student Center.  Please see the map below. 
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PLEASE BRING A SMALL PLATE OF COOKIES OR OTHER 
CHRISTMAS “FINGER FOOD” TO SHARE FOR OUR BRIEF 
RECEPTION AFTER WORSHIP! 
 
VOLUNTEER HELP NEEDED FOR CHRISTMAS EVE 
Once more there is a need for some volunteers to help with worship 
and fellowship on Christmas Eve.  Two Communion assistants, two 
ushers, and fellowship set up and clean up helpers are needed at this 
time.  Please see or contact Pastor Dave if you are able to help in any 
of these ways.  Thank you! 
 
SPECIAL APPEAL SUNDAY UPDATE – PRAISE THE LORD!!! 
Thanks be to God and THANK YOU to all who have responded thus 
far in our Special Appeal Sunday to close the final financial gap in our 
building project.  This last Sunday we received from members and 
friends of Spirit of Hope Lutheran Church $50,180 in contributions 
and an additional $21,000 in pledges to be completed by January 6, 
2019.  God is good!!!  This tremendous outpouring positions us as a 
congregation to finish this project to the glory of God.  Envelopes and 
“mini-pledge” cards will be available each of the next three Sundays 
of worship for those who were not able to participate in the offering 
this last Sunday.  We will receive gifts and pledges for the rest of 



December and through January 6, 2019.  Please pray and do as the 
Lord directs you, and thank you once more!!! 
 
BUILDING PROJECT UPDATE 
By Pastor Dave 
Here are some highlights from last week’s activities at the building 
project construction site at 7060 Ponderosa Drive!  Window trim, 
interior door and baseboard staining and lacquering were completed 
last week.   The necessary (and ongoing) tile sorting of the last two 
weeks continued and the beginning of the wainscot and floor 
installation in the bathrooms was begun.  The women’s restroom is 
being finished with the men’s restroom next on the schedule.  The 
interior glass partitions for the entrance of the building and the 
entrance to the sanctuary are due to start this week or next.  As we 
move forward with the flooring installation there is a need for 
volunteers to help.  A sign-up sheet for volunteers will be out again 
this coming Sunday before and after worship.  You can also contact 
Rodney Pobar directly to let him know of your availability.  Thank you! 
 
REVELATION BIBLE STUDY BEGINS JANUARY 9TH, 2019 
During the Adult Education time on Sunday January 6th there will be 
an introduction to an eight week Bible study on the book of 
Revelation which will begin Wednesday, January 9th.  Classes will be 
held from 7:00 to 8:30pm at the home of Wayne Schultz (until the 
church facility is available) who will be the host and facilitator.  The 
class requires no preparation or homework and makes liberal use of 
audio and visual sources to illustrate John's message and visions.  A 
variety of interpretations will be discussed with the supported 
perspective consistent with Lutheran theology, which holds that the 
book cannot be understood apart from its historical context and is 
descriptive of how God works in a world where evil seems to be in 
control. 
 
YOUTH NEWS! 
Upcoming Events 
Prayer and Pie Night! 
Wednesday, January 2nd, Parker Village Inn, 7 - 8:30 pm 
We will have two groups (may be at separate tables or separate ends 
of tables depending on how big we are and how busy they are). One 
group will be for grade 7 through high school. The second group will 



be for high school grads - age 25 who may want to catch up with one 
another. Adults on college break are welcome! Friends are welcome! 
Please RSVP by noon that day! *Please note that the pasta and a 
movie night that was scheduled for January 4th has been postponed 
 
COMING SUNDAY/WORSHIP EVENTS IN DECEMBER AT SOH 
December 23 – 4th Sunday of Advent 
December 24 – Christmas Eve Worship at PEPC with carols, 
communion, candle lighting and special music! 
December 30 – First Sunday after Christmas (No Sunday School) 
 
2019 LCMC THREE DAYS OF PRAYER  
Once more our association, Lutheran Congregations in Mission for 
Christ (LCMC) is calling for all member congregations to start the new 
calendar year by giving themselves to prayer for three days from 
January 1 – 3.  The days may be structured in any way that a 
congregation feels led.  The theme for each day is as follows:  
January 1 – Confession  
“This is a day focused on confession. We have made our lives, our 
relationships—and even the church—in our own image. We confess 
that the church belongs to Jesus and not to us. We gather to lay down 
our pride, our sin and our agenda and ask the Lord of the church for 
forgiveness, which He gives freely and with mercy.”   
January 2 – Petition 
“This is a day of petition. Pray for your congregation, for the pastor, 
for the leaders, for those who carry out ministries, for the Sunday 
School teachers, for the Confirmation leaders, for those leading adult 
Bible studies and for those leading small groups. Pray for those in 
hospital and nursing home ministries. Pray for all those connected to 
your church that they might know God’s redeeming love for all in 
Christ.” 
January 3 – Vision  
“This is a day for vision. Pray that the Holy Spirit will again move 
through the hearts and minds of leaders and pastors that God’s 
vision for His church might be revealed and fulfilled. This is a time of 
prayer for renewal, revival and encouragement. Pray for God’s 
vision.” 
Plan to set aside some time on these days of January for some 
focused prayer to God! 



Prayer Requests - If you have a prayer request for the prayer chain 
please contact Pastoral Intern Wendy Poch at 303-514-5266 or 
wendy.poch@spiritofhopelcmc.org.  
Jesus said; "Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I will give you rest." 
 
Please include the following people in your prayers: 
 
For continued recovery for Sara Gutknecht from abdominal surgery 
 
For continued recovery for Pastor Dave from arthroscopic knee surgery  
 
For continued recovery for Sherry Helmecke-Clark from recent thumb surgery 
 
For continued recovery for Sara Diederich from her accident that injured her knee and pelvis 
 
For DeDe's sister, Karen Goerler, who is currently in Cherry Creek nursing home for rehab to 
recover from a compression fracture in her back  
 
For continued recovery for Cherri Lusk as she recovers at home  
 
For the Tartu Academy of Theology in Estonia as they fundraise to acquire a permanent facility 
 
For our Christian brothers and sisters all over the world who suffer persecution to be comforted and 
strengthened and for the Lord God to defeat the evil of terrorism done to them  
 
For our church as we seek God’s guidance and providence as we continue the building project  
 
For our church to meet the financial challenge to complete the building project 
 
For Spirit of Hope mission partners:  Lutheran Congregations in Mission for Christ, Southeast Community 
Outreach, Mean Street Ministries, Apache Youth Ministries, East European Mission Network, Missionary 
Carrie, Tartu Academy of Theology 
 
For Spirit of Hope mission allies:  Marion Medical Missions, Bethesda Lutheran Ministries, Compassion 
International, the Institute of Lutheran Theology 
 
For missionaries around the world as they seek to proclaim the gospel 
  
All of our military fighting for our freedoms 
 
BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES (Members and Friends) 

December Birthdays 
12/5 Denise Christensen 
12/5 Laura Zweygardt 

12/11 Carolyn Kleven 
12/16 Chloe Lehnerz 
12/20 Herb Potthoff 
12/21 Delmer Zweygardt 
12/28 Joseph Ravitts 

December Anniversaries 



12/14 Marvin & Polly Gates 
12/18 Justin & Crystal Trawny 
12/27 Jack & Jean Huebsch 

 
QUICK SPIRIT OF HOPE FINANCIAL UPDATE 
December income (to date) = $59,664* 
December expenses (to date) = $8,750 
Checking = $80,498 
Money Market (Reserves) = $31,182 
Building Fund = $111,534** 
*Reflects $50,180 given to the Special Appeal 
**Reflects activation of $100,000 loan offer 


